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- % 12023 &# 5% 25p (itw ) / Day l: May 25, 2023 (Thursday)

08:30-09:00 3 T Registration
B % ;% Opening Ceremony
09:00-09:30 #3846 Inna Reddy Edara (# iz~ £ # & @k )
% /4 Monsignor Stefano Mazzotti ( #t#&i* % Chargé D'Affaires of the Holy See )

KIEHAESNE Catholic Social Teaching
% 487 & Keynote Speech |

09:30-10:20

4 #F A Moderator

a # 4 Speaker,/4E P Topic

10:20-10:40

G
Inna Reddy Edara

Valentin Dimoc
Merciful Love: Unlocking the Power and Relevance of the Catholic
Social Teachings and Action in the 21st Century

Q&A

10:40-11:00

3%

#x Group photo & Break

11:00-11:50

11:50-12:10

M= g
Van-Doan Tran

X
#h < 4 4 Session I
% % % Jung-Hsiao Kao ~ #§ % i= An-Jen Yang
REBERFEREEIRIAATINEORCHPELT
Talk about the Core Spirit and the Way of Practice of Catholic Social
Teaching from the Thought of Pope Francis

2 % % Beatrice Leung
The Implementation of Catholic Social Teaching in Hong Kong;:
History and Development

Q&A

12:10-13:30

- % Lunch

% 477 3 Keynote Speech II

A ## 4 Moderator

4 # A Speaker,/%Z P Topic

13:30-14:20

14:20-14:40

%1 1%
Bernard Li

Bede Ukwuije
The Relevance of the Political Theology of Pope Francis for the
Relationship between Church and Politics in the Contemporary World

Q&A

14:40-15:00

% #z Coffee Break

%~ % # Session II

15:00-15:50

15:50-16:10

o ik
Katia Lenehan

David Okwuma
An Ethic of Mutual Accompaniment to the Migrants:
Insights from Pope Francis’ Social Teachings (Evangelii Gaudium)

Honore D. Karo
Learning from the Past in Order to Prepare for the Future
in the Light of Pope Francis’ Fratelli Tutti

Q&A

16:10-16:20

& & Break

16:20-17:10

17:10-17:30

+
Mei-Ting Huang

Cynthia Emeka
Participation of Young People in Environmental-Based
Holistic Healing: An African Perspective

ka5 Hsiang-Yi Lin
RiFAGiEdFnmagns:
A (REZGHRTIRA) Il (FHORA) IRA S
On Spiritual Leadership in the Catholic Social Doctrine with Special Focus
on the Apostolic Exhortations “Pastores Dabo Vobis” and “Pastores Gregis”

Q&A
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3 4% 4 Moderator 4 # 4 Speaker,/4Z P Topic

Gnana Patrick
Civic Communitarianism and the Catholic Social Teaching (CST):
An Indian Appreciation

09:00-09:50 75 8
Maria John P.

Selvamani
09:50-10:10 Q&A

10:10-10:30 * 4 Coffee Break
# ~ % % Session III

M #t Otfried Chan
AW KOR LR

# & % Ying-Fen Su
BHEITEWOAR: LS

Moving toward a Future without Fear: Overcoming Disasters

10:30-11:45 M~ A
Wen-Hsiang Chen i § 4% Solomon Ho
REZETHEE] BRRBRATEX
REFAGTNETELMIRAR 09E R ERIE
Reflecting on the Meaning and Value of the Principle of Solidarity
and Caring in Catholic Social Teaching in the Post-Pandemic Era
from the Perspective of Maritain’s “Common Good” Thought

11:45-12:05 Q&A
12:05-13:30 = % Lunch

5B Catholic Social Teachingand Women
% 42;% # Keynote Speech IV

Agnes Brazal

13:30-14:20 ok Asian Women's Participation in the Synodal Process

Beatrice Leung
14:20-14:40 Q&A

14:40-15:00 & 4z Coffee Break

% 2 % % Session IV
¥ /%4 Mei-Ting Huang
AEINERERLMERAOUE  —@HFOTRM
Dialogue between Social Teaching and Contemporary Feminism:
A New Possibility

2% Yue Liu

15:00-16:15 R MRS LF PO ENT L (KRER) A
Ying-Fen Su On the Social Doctrine of the Church in the Translated Work of
Shiou-Ya Chang: Take You Can Change the World as an Example

% 4 {7 Li-Xing Hong
KEABEF AT ey
Pope Benedict XVI's Conception of Sacred Music
16:15-16:35 Q&A
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5/I’EEAEERE Catholic Social Teaching and Health
% 42;% # Keynote Speech V
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Stan Chu Ilo
09:00-09:50 Fi 4, & Health for the Poor: Ebola, COVID-19 and the Challenges
Tak-Kwong Chan Facing Catholic Theological Ethics
09:50-10:10 Q&A
10:10-10:30 % #xc Coffee Break

% 2 % % Session V

# % % Maria John P. Selvamani
RRERBROSBARRE LT R EHER (BiR)
Revisiting the Patients Right to Autonomy Act in the Light of
Catholic Teaching on Ordinary and Extraordinary Means

% & Justin N. Onyeukaziri
Artificial Intelligence and Neuroscience Research:
Theologico-Philosophical Implications
on the Church’s Notion of the Human Person

10:30-11:45 EA
Li-Xing Hong

i £ 73 Katia Lenchan
fhRAF S TAI AILERFRAT FHRAMEFENF A1
Person as a Communicative Agent: The Communicative
Paradigms of Confucianism and Christianity

11:45-12:05 Q&A

B ¥ ;¢ Closing Ceremony
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Session Rules

1. Time limit for each keynote speech presenter is 50 mins. Q&A

followed by the speech is 20 mins.

2. Time limit for each panel presenter is 25 mins. As a reminder,
one short ring will be given after 23 mins, two short rings at 25
mins, and three long rings after 27 mins when the speaker needs
to stop his/her presentation. Q& A followed by all presentations

is 20 mins.
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% 1% %, Monsignor Stefano Mazzotti
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2011.07.01 BEAB K EEE
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’Valentin Dim0c|

388 Titular Bishop of Bapara and Vicar Apostolic of Bontoc-Lagawe, The Philippines

B MA in Development Management from the Asian Institute of Management, Makati City,

The Philippines
#FE  Rector of Holy Rosary Mission, Kayan
Rector of Holy Family Mission, Hapao



Rector of St. Mary Magdalene Mission, Lagawe
Director of the Kataguan Centre, Lagawe
Director of the Centre for Social Action and Development of the Apostolic Vicariate of

Bontoc-Lagawe.

R LB Van-Doan Tran

R WOARBRIABMAREREARE
<A AREEEEBEAEXEMRPOEE
RERBHEZHE

BE BEMANREHExAEEEFE L

KR RERBWHERRE

ER WmEEEE . QUsEE

S % % Jung-Hsiao Kao
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#5 %1~ An-Jen Yang
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% % Beatrice Leung

B
2

Honorary research professor, centre of Taiwan studies, National Cheng chi University
Ph.D. in the Department of International Relations, the London School of Economics and
Political Science, University of London.

the honorary research fellow of Centre for Taiwan Studies, National Chenghi University,
Taiwan.

30 years teaching in Hong Kong Macau and Taiwan tertiary educational institutes.

Church-state relationship in communist China specially in Sino-Vatican relations

RIZ¥K Bernard Li

1R B

B
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KRBT B LI
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Bede Ukwuije

B

PhD/STD, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, USA

Th.D, Doctor of Theology, Faculty of Theology, Institut Catholique de Paris (ICP), France.

PhD/STD, Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven

(KUL), Belgium.

Teaching Experience

2021-2022 Guest Professor, McGrath Institute for Church Life, University of Notre Dame,
South Bend, Indiana, USA.

2013 Promoted to the rank of Full Professor of Theology, Spiritan International

School of Theology, Attakwu-Enugu, Nigeria.
2007-2013  Visiting Professor of Systematic Theology, Faculty of Theology, Institut
Catholique de Paris, France.

2006- 2012  Professor of Systematic Theology at the Spiritan International School of
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Theology, Attakwu, Enugu, Nigeria.

2000-2005 Taught Systematic Theology at the Faculty of Theology, Institut Catholique
de Paris, France.

1993-1995 Taught at the Inter-diocesan Seminary, Rennes, France.

Administrative Experience

2010-2012 Director of Brottier Centre for Mission Spirituality, Documentation and
Research, Spiritan International School of Theology, Attakwu, Enugu, Nigeria.
2008-2010 Assistant Director of Brottier Centre for Mission Spirituality, Documentation
and Research, Spiritan International School of Theology, Attakwu, Enugu, Nigeria.
2006-2012 Director of Formation at the Spiritan International School of Theology,
Attakwu, Enugu.
ER Dogmatic Theology, Theology and Religious Studies, Science and Theology of Religions

5] 1% 3% Katia Lenehan
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I REBXFHEMMEIRRIRRE

BRE W AREBTZBXREL

KE HRIRABYIEHNBEEAETET
Azﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ&éﬁﬁ%}@g
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B

David Okwuma|
IR MBA Student (Human Resource Management), The Catholic University of Eastern Africa
(CUEA), Nairobi-Kenya

EAFE  2020-Present Masters in Business Administration, with double specialization in
Strategic Management and Human Resources Management, The Catholic
University of Eastern Africa, Nairobi, Kenya.

ZRE  2019-2020 Parish Priest: St. Luke’s Parish, Ekwulumili, Anambra State, Nigeria.
2013-2019 Parish Priest: Christ the King Parish, Okija, Anambra State, Nigeria.
2011-2013 Parish Vicar: St. Cletus Parish, Nnewi, Anambra State, Nigeria.
2021-Present Coordinator- Peer Counselling Group at the Catholic University of Eastern

Africa.
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2021-Present President- Nigerian Students Association in Catholic University of Eastern
Africa, Nairobi, Kenya.

2005-2006  First Auxiliary: Pope John Paul II Major Seminary, Okpuno- Awka, Anambra
State, Nigeria.

1998-2000 President/ Commander: Man of Order and Discipline, All Hallows Seminary,
Onitsha, Nigeria.

1996-1997 Scout Master: Boys Scout of Nigeria, St. Paul’s Seminary, Ukpor, Anambra
State, Nigeria.

ER Theology and Human Resource Management

‘Honore D. Karo\

I3H  Post-Graduate- Student (Systematic Theology), The Catholic University of Eastern Africa
(CUEA), Nairobi-Kenya

% £4% Mei-Ting Huang

R WCABEFESEEMEDLEL
BCREBXTHEBMMEIRENENEE
BOCKEARERZ2LEUERIIBIGE
B REBHMRMAAITE
HCABRFHHEBEPHLCESAXCENBREEEA

BRE WLCABLERXEMAMEL

KE WMCABRIHBMARRELENEE
- KRERESLFT / EEB B R EEEIE
EMRBRAS 2L ERPAREMNEZEE
SORINEARB D EFEE E R FREEIEHE

ER BHIEE - RERERE  GREHEG - PARTEHME - FAX(ELER

‘Cynthia Emeka‘
IR  Doctoral Student, The Catholic University of Eastern Africa (CUEA), Nairobi-Kenya
ER Pastoral Theology

13



#%#8 & Hsiang-Yi Lin

R WCREBZAZBFETLENEEEETBUERZRIZIE

BE XKIXRBEHEMRERACSREFEL
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HCABZAHEREPLOEFRMERERTHRI/NAEABEA (106 BFEFZS )
(ZEAHBEEREH) NITHRE (107 BEELELS)
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%) & & Maria John P. Selvamani
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W ARBBELE IR

BE BENETEABEFHYEFL

KR WOCARBRBERAMRAPOITHE
DR RZENENRAIE LB R
HWMCAREBZBESPOLEHE

ER REBHERY - -£omiE  SEEEHYE

‘Gnana Patrick‘
IRHE  Professor & Formerly Head, Department of Christian Studies, University of Madras, India
B Ph.D. in Christian Studies

#KFE 17 years teaching and 14 years heading the Department of Christian Studies
2R Subaltern Religions and Public Theology

PR L4 Wen-Hsiang Chen

R BWCARBNBERHMEP LTS
HCARBXTHIMEZRLBAIBERIZE
HCARBRIHEMAR ZEIARE

BRE WCABLEMRAMEL

KE WO AKBEEZRFREEEEE

BER WIMEZR - 8RIBHIEE - ABEREE - REBHERH
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2 # Otfried Chan
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B
S
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BRELME - BN AR

# %% Ying-Fen Su

IR B8

B

REHECREBAN L EARISES
RKEHABMNREREITRE
O RBETEEL
2007/02~2020/07 B 17 =& 22 1ig KB A X 2R E A B PO REERIE
2008/08~2021/07 81— KRB LB ZFERIEHE
2011/08~2020/07 B REBX F A B MR ENBEHARE
2010/08~2011/07 B 17 =2 EMEE A BB A PO FREFIEEE
HEED - FREE - B2 -  ERTEEE

BT ENBREEHE
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5] £ 4% Solomon Ho

R
S

5K

HARBREZHES L BUBEFREMELR
HLCABEEEL

B E2 B E B aED

REHSEBELEED

IMER - QERERFHANE

lAgnes Brazaﬂ

R
B

Professor of Theology at the De la Salle University, Manila, Philippines

PhD/STD in Theology, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven

She was Asian Regional coordinator of the Vatican project on “Doing Theology from
Existential Peripheries” organized by the Dicastery in Promoting Integral Human
Development and the Migrants and Refugees Section. She is founding member and past
President of the Catholic Theological Society of the Philippines (DaKaTeo) and the first
Coordinator of the Ecclesia of Women in Asia.

Feminist, Postcolonial, Migration Cyber- Theology and Ethics
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%) B Yue Liu

I BCASETELESEREDLBLEMES

BE SIS EhEEAEt
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#7) 47 Li-Xing Hong

R BWCARBENPOLTEHE
HCARBREHEMRPOLETE
HCARBFRLARZE
HCARBRXFHEMAR ZEINRE

BRE WCABLEERXEEL

BER XEHEL - BRI  BEFTEEEMIE

PR7& % Tak-Kwong Chan‘

R WCABRABZRIGE
HCABREHBMMREMNER

BE BXABWEEBL

KE WMCABREHBMARLRRE
HCABHERBRRE
BCKRERHREL
HCABIMBEMAROEE

BER IMER - HRAE BEHOEL &£
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‘Stan Chu Ilo‘
IRE Research Professor, Ecclesiology, World Catholicism,, and African Studies, Center for

World Catholicism and Intercultural Theology, DePaul University, Chicago, USA

Chaplain, Igbo Catholic Community, Our Lady of Africa, Chicago

Principal Convener, Pan-African Catholic Congress on Theology, Society, and Pastoral Life
BE 2017 Doctor of Sociology of Education (D.ED), University of South Africa, Pretoria.

2011 Doctor of Philosophy in Theology (PhD), University of St Michael’s College,
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University of Toronto.
2008 Master of Arts (MA) in Educational and Pastoral Studies, Maryvale Institute,
Birmingham and Open University, London.
#£LFE  Ordination to the Priesthood: August 8, 1998. A priest of Awgu Diocese, Enugu State, Nigeria
ER& Catholic Educational Leadership, Sacred Theology

BX % B Justin N. Onyeukaziri

R BWCABRIHEBMARRELEMEE

BRE mCAREZEEL

KR BOCARBREIHEMARRBELEIEE
FEABANMMEELRFEFTENRHE
FEABEE /O ZEEEE

ER RELE - FLIMEE BENRE  BREENEBEE .

E= X E=3 X
DE/EHEE - NIEZSEE
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Merciful Love:
Unlocking the Power and Relevance of the Catholic
Social Teachings and Action in the 21% Century

Bishop Valentin C. Dimoc
Apostolic Vicar of Bontoc-Lagawe, Philippines

[ Abstract])

We can see and understand the Social Teachings and Action of the Catholic Church in the
context of life-situation of humanity or we can find a way to open the door of Spirituality to
facilitate the flow of Merciful Love into the life-situation of humanity. There is a Spiritual Paradigm
and Spirituality that we can identify in order to be guided and be able to unlock the power and

relevance of the Catholic Social Teachings and Action in the 21st century.

The last 100 years of the 20th century may give us a clue where the Spirit is leading us in
order to be prepared in the 21st century of the third millennium. In the first half of the 20th century,
we had two destructive World Wars. The Divine Intervention were in the lives of the Saints and
those who were made instruments of the message of our Blessed Mother and our risen Lord. It may
be treated as individual and specific sources of the Prophetic Message but the same message is for
the Universal Church or the whole of humanity, and the realization of this Prophetic Message is in
the lives of individual disciples of the risen Lord and in the Local Churches, down to the grassroots

level (Basic Ecclesial Communities — BECs).

We can examine the experiences of Humanity and find interventions of the Divine Mercy in
the Mission and Life of the Church, whether it was during the life-situations of Industrial
Revolution, two World Wars, threat of nuclear war, climate emergency, pandemic period, or even

the contemporary question on geo-politics.

Our Lady of Fatima (1917) revealed that we have to pray for Peace and repent of our sins even
when the First World War (1914 — 1918) was raging. Before the Second World War, the risen Lord
Jesus and Our Lady of Tears, through the spiritual experience of Sister Amalia (November 8, 1929
and March 8, 1930), encouraged us to pray and ask for anything for the sake of the tears of our
Blessed Mother. Also, the message received by Sister Faustina (1931), the Apostle of Divine Mercy,
is for humanity to be humble and pray to the Heavenly Father of our Lord Jesus, “For the sake of
His sorrowful passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world”. But humanity trusted more in
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the power of the world, aided by technology. Even with such extent of sin, the experienced evil of
wars and suffering set the stage to amplify the Prophetic Message. Also, the Prophetic Message
transmitted through Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1946), the Mercy in Action, after WW 1l became

practical in the situation of the “poorest of the poor”.

Those who are to amplify the Prophetic Message are “people of good will”, individual
disciples of the risen Lord, Congregations or groups, or the Catholic Church with the leadership of
Saint Peter in the Popes. Thanks to Pope Leo XIII for his 1891 Encyclical, Rerum Novarum (Of
New Things), John XXIII for opening the Second Vatican Council in 1962 and for his Encyclical
“Pacem in Terris” issued in 1963, during the Cold War. The Second Vatican Council was indeed a
transforming process of “updating” (Italian: “aggiornamento”) for the second half of the 20th
century. The door was widely opened for the Merciful and Loving Shepherd to lead us the way into

the deep life-situations of the world.

John Paul 11 ushered us in the transition from the 20th century to the 21st century. Hence, the
Pope of Divine Mercy set the direction by preparing us with his second Encyclical, “Dives in
Misericordia (Rich in Mercy) in 1980. A more explicit Apostolic Letter, “Tertio Millennio
Adveniente” (As the Third Millennium Approaches, 1994), was promulgated for the whole Church
to prepare for the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000. We may have prayed: “Lord, where to and what
path do we take? At the beginning of the 21st Century, the core-spirituality to be lived is Merciful
Love, with the canonization of Sister Faustina and declaration of the second Sunday of Easter as
Divine Mercy Sunday. Saint Pope John Paul II was like a bus driver who listened well to his Divine

Passenger and followed instructions on the direction and road to take.

The pastoral pathway of the Universal Church was followed by succeeding Popes — Pope
Benedict XVI (2005 — 2013) and Pope Francis (March 13, 2013 to present) with their Encyclicals,
Apostolic Letters, and Exhortations.

In the Local Church of Bontoc-Lagawe (Apostolic Vicariate of Montafiosa was divided into
three Local Churches and announced on August 6, 1992; one of the three is the Apostolic Vicariate
of Bontoc-Lagawe), with six Ethno-Linguistic Tribes, we had our own journey of renewal and of
witnessing, individually and collectively, with God’s Merciful Love. After the Spanish-American
war (1898) and the Filipino-American war (1899), our Ecclesial Journey started in 1907 with the
arrival of CICM Missionaries from Belgium and each set of the ecclesial story was summarized
into 40 years by our local Priest — 1907 to 1947, 1948 to 1988, and 1989 to the present (until 2029).
It was during the Montafiosa Pastoral Assembly in 1989 that the whole Local Church decided to
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pursue renewal as initiated by the Second Vatican Council and pushed by Pope Paul VI with his
Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi (1975): “to make the Church of the twentieth century
ever better fitted for proclaiming the Gospel to the people of the twentieth century” (EN#2). The
locally identified pathway of renewal was through the building of Basic Ecclesial Communities
(BECs). My specific experiences on the ground as a Priest or Bishop and Indigenous Person bring
to light what it means to be “local” in the sense that the “Local Church” seeks to evangelize and

bear the Merciful Love of God in these trying times.

My local experiences of witnessing to merciful love are the following:

a) Making the Local Church merciful and loving through the Basic Ecclesial Communities (BECs
becoming Yeast in the grassroots level)

b) Struggling to correct and overcome the presence of Social Sins (Patronage Politics) that cause
poverty of communities

c) Responding to Environmental Issues and Concerns within the structure of Government

(Participation in Governance)

With these evangelization direction and experiences of the Catholic Church and reflections on
some local experiences, the challenge is this: Together, let us make Merciful Love our Spirituality
in the 21st Century and see what God will create for Humanity, the “new heavens and a new earth”
(cf. Isaiah 65:17; 2 Peter 3:13; Revelations 21:1).
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The Implementation of Catholic Social Teaching
in Hong Kong: History and Development

Beatrice Leung ( 2% 7% %)
National Chengchi University ( B = §tis + 5 )

[ Abstract]
The Catholic social teaching(CST) was introduced by Pope Leo XIII, then later by the Vatican II.

Hong Kong’s first implementation of CST was by the Federation of Catholic Students of post-
secondary school level in the 1970s coloured with Liberation Theology and certain degree of

socialism which were unacceptable by the majority of HK Catholics.

The Transition of Hong Kong from a British colony to Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region(HKSAR) (1984-1997) of China triggered off political participation of the HK Church in
democratic Movement as means to protect religious freedom under the future rule of Communist
China. Prominent Church figures such as Bishop Joseph Zen Ze-kiun appeared to the scene
encouraged young Catholics to participate in pro-democratic movements in the name of justice and

peace- one of the major themes of Catholic social teaching.

In 2014 the Occupation of Central and the 2019 The campaign against Anti-Repatriation Law
saw the Catholic participation. The launching of the National Security Law 2019 resulted from the
screwing tight of human right control under Xi Jinping’s Policy which does not honour the One
country Two systems in Hong Kong. The severe winter in democracy coincided with the change of
HK Catholic leadership. The appearance of Bishop Stephen Chow S.J. in 2021, who has a different

approach to implement Catholic social teaching in his church governance.
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The Relevance of the Political Theology of
Pope Francis for the Relationship between
Church and Politics in the Contemporary World

Bede Ukwuije
Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, USA

[ Abstract]

The relationship between church and politics, which forms the background of Pope Francis’s
presentation of the social dimension of the Church’s mission of evangelization, is a form of

Christian “political theology.”

In fact, Francis’ reading of the social teachings of the Catholic Church, particularly in
Evangelii Gaudium, Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti, follows the tradition of the political theology
inaugurated by Augustine of Hippo and Thomas Aquinas and prolonged by contemporary political
theologies. While refusing the privatization of faith, this political theology situates the Church as
an institution of social critique which also proposes resources for the construction of the political

society.

In the present context of the search for a just relationship between church and politics, Pope

Francis’ “political theology” could offer a paradigm for a healthy church-politics relationship.
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An Ethic of Mutual Accompaniment to the Migrants:
Insights from Pope Francis’ Social Teachings
(Evangelii Gaudium)

David Okwuma
The Catholic University of Eastern Africa (CUEA), Nairobi-Kenya

[ Abstract]

At the dawn of the third millennium, one realizes that we are living in a world where economic
globalization seems to offer the best solutions to improve our society. However, economic
globalization is also the cause of many social injustices and inequalities. With the emergence of
Covid 19 Pandemic, the gap between the rich and the poor is increasing from individuals to
communities, and even to countries in Africa and the world over. An experience of moral decay,
economic crisis, isolation, and death of fraternity prevails. This poses a great challenge to our

society and the Church today.

Pope Francis decries mistreatment and the perilous, degrading, and intolerable conditions
migrants often endure and emphasizes the equal dignity of every person. The Pope emphasizes that
the art of accompaniment will bring us closer to each other in solidarity, heal divisions and cure
the negative spirit of segregation.! We are arguing that the human person should be given the
chance to grow and mature as a conscious being created in the likeness of God. Accompaniment
because of its features of solidarity, compassion, listening, mutual love, respect, and service are
relevant for effective and fruitful evangelization in favor of the migrants. This paper discusses the
challenges facing migrants, reflecting on them in the light of faith. Finally, we propose concrete

recommendations for action.

Keywords: Mutual Accompaniment, Solidarity, Fraternity, Migrants, Compassion, Listening,

Mutual love, Respect, Service, and Evangelization.

!' Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel (24 November 2013), 169.
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Learning from the Past in Order to Prepare for
the Future in the Light of Pope Francis’ Fratelli Tutti

Honore D. Karo
The Catholic University of Eastern Africa (CUEA), Nairobi-Kenya

[ Abstract]

Contemporary society lived in times of turmoil with an unexpected crisis that affected it
terribly. The Covid-19 pandemic and all its negative consequences and other calamities create fear,
anxiety, and death, hence, a great concern. Pope Francis in his Encyclical Fratelli Tutti reminded
us that “a worldwide tragedy like the Covid-19 pandemic revived the sense that we are a global
community, where one person’s problems are the problems of all”.? The question this paper is
trying to answer forms the main topic of this article which is: How can the Church participate in

preparing the future society?

The author argues that in order to prepare the future society for unpredicted events, there is a
need for a collaborative effort and commitment of all people. Thus, the Church has to engage people
to build resilient faith. We shall adopt the Theology of the “signs of the times” that is Jesus’ style
of modus procedenti, modus agenda, and His modus conversationis. This will be looked at in the
light of Fratelli Tutti. Some pastoral recommendations will be presented as a way forward to

preparing society for the future.

2 Francis. The Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti Social Friendship and Fraternity. (Nairobi: Paulines Publications
Africa, 2019), 32.
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Participation of Young People in Environmental-Based
Holistic Healing:An African Perspective

Cynthia Emeka
The Catholic University of Eastern Africa (CUEA), Nairobi-Kenya

[ Abstract]

In the recent past, people lived in harmony with nature and at the same time shared resources
in common and the spirit of oneness was evident. Apparently, many people in African societies and
beyond are living as destitute, migrants displaced from their ancestral land due to the growing
threat of climate change, the Covid-19 pandemic, and other human, and socio-economic challenges
that had led genuine sense of communion and common good disappears. This phenomenon not
only engendered a feeling of instability and despair but also affects the life and mission of the
Church; hence, posing new challenges. Pope Francis in Laudato si, besides illustrating the
orientation towards responding to the challenges of exploiting the environment, also reiterated the
role of young people. In fact, his position reflects the reality of life as integral to creation as a whole

and meant for a personal relationship with God and one another.

From a pastoral perspective, we argue that, although a concerted concern for the environment
is integral to holistic healing. Thus, there must be a conversion of minds, hearts, and ways of life.
This work shall adopt the pastoral circle method known as Spiral Praxis.> We envisage discussing
the participation of young people in the restoration of the environment so as to identify some
orientations and needs, which when comprehensively articulated will lead us to discern key pastoral

crescendos.

Keywords: Communion, Common Good, Environment, Solidarity, Young People,

Holistic Healing

3 Segeja, Nicholaus, Pastoral Theology: New Understanding and Orientations, (Eldoret: CUEA Press, 2020), 75-103.
The author explains extensively spiral praxis as a method of doing pastoral theology based on the reality or reverential
dialogue.
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Civic Communitarianism and the Catholic Social
Teaching (CST): An Indian Appreciation

Gnana Patrick
University of Madras, India

[ Abstract ]

Among the many vulnerabilities exposed by the pandemic COVID 19, the lack of a “civic
structure of care” makes India systemically vulnerable. While thinking of constructing a “civic
structure of care” in India, one finds the Catholic social teaching (CST) resourceful to create a
“civilization of love”, wherein human freedom and dignity, premised on the transcendental
orientation of humanity, is integrated with virtues of solidarity, fraternity and common good,
resourced from the Christian faith-tradition. The CST contributes to a meaningful synthesis
between the contemporary liberal and communitarian visions of freedom, common good and civil
society. The Catholic Church in India would do well, especially in the present-day context of the
“majoritarian communitarianism”, to dialogically mediate the wisdom of the CST by involving in
public conversations in the Indian civil society. It would do well to converse with similar moral
visions of common good like dharma to create a “civic structure of care.” To this end, this paper

explores the CST in terms of its history, content, and modalities of engagement with civil society.
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Moving toward a Future without Fear: Overcoming
Disasters

Ying-Fen SU
Fu Jen Catholic University

[ Abstract]

“Being in such a dangerous human world, how can people escape from being punished and
avoid getting hurt? This will be the problematic of the paper. No matter the pandemic is over or
not, we people want to escape from the fear of pandemic and disaster. First of all, this paper will
discuss what “injuring others” means. The paper generalizes the features and drawbacks of “those
who injure others” as following: judging everything only within the framework of their own
thought, and preferring to showing off in front of tyrannous man. Thus “those who injure others”
will be punished and get hurt when engaging in the world. Secondly, this paper will discuss how
to avoid being punished and getting hurt when engaging in the world through the perspective of
the “Renjianshi” ( ( AfHtH ), “Maninthe World” , “Associated with other Men” ) chapter
in Zhuangzi ( ;1) ). By losing oneself (or throwing away oneself, or forgetting oneself), we
people not only have to be co-workers with the Human (which means to do as others do, and hide
the light of our own ability), but also have to be fellow-workers with the Heavenly (which means
possessing a sincere and simple heart like child, and the Heavenly and the Human do not overcome
each other), thus can achieve both the two elements of “engaging in the world” and “detaching
from the world”. Continually through the concept of “all things are nourished together without
their injuring one another” and the organism cosmology of “nature and psyche are interconnected”,
this paper develops the significance of existence in the synchronicity. In conclusion, this paper
indicates that in the post-pandemic era, only people should forget both themselves and things, and
transform themselves so that things will of themselves become transformed, and become the unity
of man and nature. By doing so, people can overcome disasters and move toward a future without

fear.

Keywords: injuring others, the “Renjianshi” chapter in Zhuangzi ( (i1 « AfEtH) ),

synchronicity, organism cosmology, objects and myself within one
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Asian Women’s Participation in the Synodal Process

Agnes Brazal
De la Salle University, Manila, Philippines

[ Abstract]

The principle of participation in Catholic Social Teaching affirms everyone’s right to play a
role in the economic, political, and cultural life of society. This paper aims to respond to the
following question: To what extent has the synodal process opened up a space for Asian women’s

participation in the church and the recognition of their concerns? What are its potentials and limits?

For its methodology, the paper relies on women theologians — from Southeast, East, and South
Asia — as informed respondents. The women theologians interviewed participated in various
capacities in the synodal process, some on the more formal level, as members of the synodal team,
or as representatives of their group/country to the synodal consultation, and others non-formally
by participating in survey for the synod, giving lectures, writing about the synod, and conversing
with members of the hierarchy. In their view, the synodal process has the following potentials or
strengths: it has enlarged the space for participation of the faithful, including women from various
sectors; 2) it has opened the possibility for the discussion of taboo issues related to gender; and 3)
local communities have started owning and designing the synodal church themselves. The
following are the factors that limit the effectivity of the process: 1) entrenched hierarchical attitudes
and mentality; 2) lack of theological and structural analysis of the problems; 3) the question of how

issues are framed; and 4) fear of reprisal.

While the Catholic Social Teaching before Pope Francis has stressed the importance of
participation in the bigger society, the Pope, and in particular through the synodal process has
brought the need for participation within the church itself, as well as, emphasized the importance
of dialogical virtues for the synodal process to be truly inclusive and participative. The participation
of women/laity however remains largely consultative. Whether the impetus the synodal process has
begun will lead to far greater changes in the structures of the church and the theologies that support

these remain to be seen!
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Pope Benedict XVI’s Conception of Sacred Music

Li-Xing Hong
Fu Jen Catholic University

[ Abstract]

Pope Benedict XVI (1927-2022, Sovereign of Vatican City State 2005-2013) spared no efforts
to advocate the significance of sacred music, one of the most important cultural heritages of the
Roman Catholic Church. As a musician, pianist and an avid music lover, he was very well-versed
in the tradition of Western classical music and was equally vocal about his concepts of music on
different occasions. This essay sorts out papal documents, discourses, and miscellaneous writings
of the late Pope Benedict XVI in order to investigate his ideas on the tradition of sacred music in
the Catholic church, his perception of a crisis in sacred music in today’s liturgy, as well as his
definition of this “true art.” Through the re-readings of his writings, the author also examines how

he, as a theologian, appraises the value of music and positions the art in God’s plan of salvation.
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Health for the Poor: Ebola, COVID-19 and the
Challenges Facing Catholic Theological Ethics

Stan Chu Ilo
DePaul University, Chicago, USA

[ Abstract]

This discourse uses the work of Paul Farmer to explore why Ebola has persisted in Africa and
why it continues to kill so many Africans as we see in the recent outbreak in Uganda (September
2022) with the Sudanese strain. Farmer’s appeal to social medicine and social context in
understanding the remote causes of the cause of Ebola offers an important corrective to the disease
control and treatment paradigm approach in global health amidst the devastating impact of health
inequity. As the world faces new infectious diseases like COVID-19, there is the need to reevaluate
Catholic theological ethics and bioethics. This paper will show how a reformulation of theological
ethics can serve the mission of churches everywhere and particularly in African communities in
designing healthcare systems for health improvement and health protection in solidarity with the
poor and the most vulnerable. I will propose some effective strategies for global health partnerships
in Africa against the current preoccupation with disease control and prevention, medical mission,

and crisis intervention from outside Africa.
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Artificial Intelligence and Neuroscience Research:
Theologico-Philosophical Implications
on the Church’s Notion of the Human Person

Justin N. Onyeukaziri ( % 2 & )
Fu Jen Catholic University (& i= < %)

[ Abstract]

This paper aims at exploring the theological and philosophical implications of artificial
intelligence (AI) and Neuroscience research on the Church’s notion of the human person. The
Christian revelation, in particular the paschal mystery of Christ is the intuitive foundation of
Christian anthropology. During the Patristic period in the history of the Church, the Church fathers
employed Platonism in articulating a Christian philosophical anthropology. With the encounter of
Aristotelianism during the Middle Ages, the scholastics employed Aristotelian philosophy in
systematizing and articulating the Christian philosophical anthropology that has more or less
endured to this era. Since the modern period of the Western intellectual history, Aristotelianism has
been supplanted by the positive sciences as the standard scientific and philosophical interpretative
framework for many. Hence, this paper argues that in the spirit of the intellectual tradition of the
Church, there is need for a new Christian anthropology based on interpretation and theorization of
the paschal mystery of Christ that is consistent with contemporary science and philosophy,
especially as informed by research in Al and neuroscience. That is to say, there ought to be a
Christian anthropology today that is fully aware of the theological and philosophical implications
of Al and neuroscience research. This new Christian anthropology this paper denotes as neuro-

theological Christian anthropology.
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